your sphere, show gestures of kindness, love, mercy, and make comments of appreciation. Be courageous and behave with a caring attitude, all the while walking in truth, and you will be on the road to successful living with a godly influence on others.
Have you ever watched members of the animal kingdom doing what they do naturally? Do you see any confusion in them concerning their sphere of influence? They know instinctively that they have a specific role to play and it often depends so much on the others in that sphere. Maybe you have seen a large flock of birds darting, diving and carving out beautiful patterns in the sky as they seem to be choreographed into one body. They do it instinctively, but the human race does not do it so instinctively, and has to learn these qualities and sometimes has to go through rough training to achieve it.
When you walk down a street and you see a beggar, what do you do? Most of us have been conditioned to cross the road and avoid the person, or hope the beggar has not seen us as we pass looking the other way. Have you ever considered stopping to talk with the beggar? That person is suddenly within your sphere of influence when you come upon him or her.
When you are out in public and the Lord prompts you to speak to a stranger, what do you do? Do you act on the still small voice, or do you just hurry on and dismiss the thought for whatever reason? Maybe you tell yourself that you are just too busy, or maybe deep down you are just too afraid. You have just walked away from being obedient and missed an opportunity to influence someone as they passed through your sphere of influence. The Lord can accomplish His will with someone else, but you will have lost a blessing, and opportunity to grow yourself in this area of your life.
Also remember, near or far, your family is within your sphere of influence. Even when far away a phone call suddenly brings them into your immediate sphere. In love, you should be reaching out to everyone who comes close to you, especially your family.
I liken my 'sphere of influence' to a physical circle around me, and anyone that is close enough is a candidate to hear the truth, and I consider it a privilege to be the one to speak it as my Lord directs.
Kim is a real example of what I am referring to as a 'sphere of influence' encounter. Just a few nights ago as we were about to start our weekly worship get-together at our home, one couple was just arriving, I walked out onto the front porch to greet them. Tony said, 'We have a lady with us.' 'That is good,' I replied, as a tall refined woman in her mid fifties climbed out of the car. 'Her name is Kim,' Tony said. I welcomed Kim and noticed that she was crying with little control over the tears. Everyone greeted Kim as she came into the living room. Once settled into the meeting, Tony explained. 'Dana Lyn and I found her walking along a dark isolated stretch of road. Something didn't seem right and we couldn't just drive by, we had to stop and pick her up. We asked if she would come to the meeting with us. In-between tears and heart felt sobs Kim shared with us why she was out on that dark road. 'I no longer wanted to live,' she said, 'I just wanted to die. I am so tired of living with all the disappointments and cruelty of life. Since my husband died and I have lost everything, I have nothing, nobody, and no reason to go on.' She continued, 'I was just crying out to God to help me as I walked in the darkness. I cried out to Him over and over to help me. ' Kim was now within our combined sphere of influence, and one by one we started to minister to her and our hearts were deeply touched watching her melting into sobs in front of us. She accepted our offer to pray for her and we formed a circle around her.
As some of the others were praying, I felt our Lord say to me, 'You are on Holy ground, kneel before Kim.' This is what I did, holding her trembling hand tightly. As I began to speak, she was now within my specific sphere of influence.
'Have you ever given your life to Jesus?' I asked. Kim spoke faintly through her sobs with a head nod, but it was not clear what she had said. I asked another question, 'Would you like to ask Jesus into your life right now, and commit your life to Him?
More trembling, shaking, sobbing, and she spoke a little bolder, 'Yes,' and nodded her head. Kim followed me in a prayer of repentance and asking God's forgiveness of her sins. When she began repeating the parts about repentance and forgiveness, the sobbing became intense as she acknowledged her own sin and need of forgiveness. Deep, heart felt raw emotion and wailing took place as Kim was realizing that it was Jesus Christ she was talking to, not just a bunch of concerned Christians. She was very serious about what she was doing.
It was nothing short of miraculous to watch as the sobbing slowed down and Kim looked up. We could see the weeping turning into rejoicing, and her countenance changing right before our eyes. Kim had cried out to God in her darkest hour along that stretch of Texas highway and was rescued and placed very lovingly into our Lord's hands. Over the next hour Kim's joy increased and she joined us in laughter and praise of our Jesus in what He had done. She left our home transformed from one who wanted to die, into someone thrilled to be alive. Kim is safe for the first time in her life.
Our Our sphere of influence, as believers, always includes Jesus Christ and Him crucified when we are living for Him. When someone enters our sphere of influence, they must encounter Jesus. He is there to guide the process of the encounter by His Holy Spirit. We simply do what He shows us to do without fear of the outcome, and lives will be changed. God uses us to influence others for His Kingdom sake.
In regard to 'fear,' there are two main responses; forget everything and run, or face everything and rise above that fear. We rise by trusting in our Lord for the outcome. The choice is ours.
And about the prompting of the Holy Spirit to do something, Jesus tells us in John 10:27, 'My sheep hear my voice.' Do you want to hear from the Lord? If your answer is, 'Yes,' then you will hear. But, the important question is, if you hear will you obey? Tune yourself to be alert and listen to what the Lord is telling you. Determine ahead of time, once for all, that you will obey. Once you do, you will not agonize over each episode that requires a decision, and of course the answer to our Lord's requests should always be, 'Yes, Lord.' Won't you be a willing participant the next time someone appears in your sphere of influence so that Jesus can start the changes that are needed in that life? And, by the way, He will use that encounter to continue making necessary changes in your life too. It's a win, win, situation.
